
Rana Begum (b. 1977)
Rana Begum was born in 1977 in Bangladesh, moving to 
Hertfordshire, England, in 1983. Begum studied painting at 
the Chelsea College of Art and Design, University of London, 
graduating in 1999 and received an MA in Painting from the Slade 
School of Fine Art, London, in 2002.
 
Begum is influenced by the geometric abstraction of minimalism 
and constructivism and the work of artists such as Agnes Martin, 
Donald Judd, Tess Jaray, Josef and Anni Albers. She works with 
industrial materials, such as stainless steel, aluminium, copper, 
brass, glass and wood to make sculptures and reliefs that 
explore geometry, colour and light. Light reflects and absorbs 
on fluorescent coloured surfaces to create changing sensations 
as viewers move in and around her works and the space they 
occupy. She is inspired by urban architecture and her childhood 
memories of the geometric patterns of traditional Islamic art and 
architecture. 

Cristea Roberts Gallery published Begum’s first editions in 2018. 
She was elected a Royal Academician in the category of Painting 
in 2019. She lives and works in London.
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